144     MAXIMILIAN  THE DREAMER
" Very dear and much beloved daughter, to-day we have received letters from our brother and cousin, the King of France, by which he writes to us that on the fourteenth of the month he had a battle with our common enemies, the Venetians, and that he has been victorious and won the same, and remains master of the field, having taken prisoner, with several others, the principal chief and captain of the army (Barto-lommeo d'Alviano). Our ambassador, Messire Andre de Burgo, who was present at the battle, writes to us that he has seen quite four thousand dead. By other letters which the Master of the French Posts has written, we learn that there are from ten to twelve thousand dead or taken, and that our aforesaid brother and cousin has gained forty pieces of artillery. We hear also that the strength of the said Venetians in the battle was twenty thousand men and the French a little more. Farewell, my very dear and beloved daughter ; may our Lord have you in His keeping.
" Written at Angelberg, the 18th day of May 1509. " Your good father, MAXIMILIAN."
It is difficult to account for the extraordinary panic which this easy victory of Louis XII caused to the Venetians. Apparently it was not so much the severity of their defeat as the mutinous behaviour of their own militia, who fled and dispersed at once. The Republic yielded all the disputed lands so rapidly that they lost all the advantages they might have gained by skilful negotiation.the whole story:w»ft mttH*ti4         «»! varititts powvra       to recover tht» as            by VenttHt.   Thw
